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Investigative Summary 
 

SCRTF-011-16 
 
 

 On Monday, April 11, 2016 at approximately 7:43 a.m., the Toombs County 911 
Center was notified of a motor vehicle collision on State Route 292 in Vidalia.  The 
collision involved a passenger car and a bicyclist.  The Vidalia Police Department 
arrived on scene and requested their dispatch contact the Georgia State Patrol.  At 
approximately 8:08 a.m. the Georgia State Patrol’s Troop F Communication Center was 
informed of the collision.  The communications center dispatched Cpl. James Metts 
#809 of Post 18 Reidsville.  He arrived on scene at approximately 8:21 a.m. and made 
contact with Vidalia P.D. Sgt. A. Rollins.  Sgt. Rollins explained the circumstances of the 
collision.  The collision involved a silver 2010 Lincoln MKZ, driven by Michael Blake 
Tillery and a green Fuji bicycle ridden by Bunji Mark Takaya. 
 
  At approximately 8:36 a.m., Doctor Ian Christopher Munger pronounced Mr. 
Bunji Mark Takaya deceased at the Meadows Regional Medical Center emergency 
room in Vidalia.  Mr. Takaya was the bicyclist struck on State Route 292. 
 
  At approximately 8:36 a.m., Cpl. Metts contacted TFC3 Charles Hardy #700, 
with the Georgia State Patrol’s Troop F Specialized Collision Reconstruction Team.  
Cpl. Metts explained the circumstances of the collision to TFC3 Hardy and requested 
SCRTF’s assistance with the collision investigation.  TFC3 Hardy arrived at the collision 
scene at approximately 9:27 a.m.  TFC3 Michael Jackson #949 also arrived on scene at 
approximately 9:33 a.m. to assist.  
 
    At approximately 9:38 a.m., Michael Blake Tillery agreed to and signed a blood 
and urine sample consent form.  
 
   TFC3 Jackson started taking photos of the collision scene and evidence.  TFC3 
Hardy made contact with Cpl. Metts.  Cpl. Metts explained the circumstances and 
advised TFC3 Hardy that a witness by the name of Brandie Renell Kirkland was still on 
scene.  TFC3 Hardy contacted Ms. Kirkland at approximately 10:14 a.m. and requested 
an audio recorded interview.  Ms. Kirkland stated she would give an interview.  Ms. 
Kirkland stated she was going to work and was traveling behind a burgundy Chevy 
Tahoe.  She observed the Tahoe brake and travel into the oncoming traffic lane.  She 
stated she heard a loud noise just before the Tahoe swerved.  As the Tahoe moved 
over she stated she observed the bicyclist slung off onto the shoulder.  She stated she 
pulled onto the shoulder and observed the driver of the vehicle in front of the Tahoe 
running back to the bicyclist.  Ms. Kirkland then stated she called Toombs County 911.  
While talking with 911 she observed a gentleman checking the bicyclist pulse.  She 
stated she never saw the Tahoe stop.  TFC3 Hardy asked Ms. Kirkland if the driver of 
the silver car that hit the bicyclist moved after he stopped to render aid.  Ms. Kirkland 
stated he never moved the car after he stopped.  TFC3 Hardy asked Ms. Kirkland about 
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the weather conditions at the time of the collision.  Ms. Kirkland stated it was daylight, 
clear skies, and the sun was to their backs traveling on State Route 292 westbound.  
After the interview was complete Ms. Kirkland checked her phone to see the 
approximate time she contacted the Toombs County 911 Center.  The time displayed 
on the phone recent call list was 7:43 a.m.   
 

  At approximately 10:25 a.m., Michael Blake Tillery’s blood was drawn by 
Assistant Lab Director Regina G. Williams.  Ms. Williams used the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation blood alcohol and toxicology kit provided by Cpl. Metts at Meadows 
Regional Medical Center.  Cpl. Metts packaged and sealed the blood kit to be 
transported to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation Crime Lab. 
 
   While still on scene TFC3 Hardy attempted to image the “Restraint Control 
Module” (RCM) from the 2010 Lincoln MKZ.  In recent years breakthrough technology 
has been created to image data information stored within certain model vehicles.  The 
Crash Data Retrieval System or (CDRS) is manufactured, and produced by Bosch 
Corporation.  Collision or crash information that is stored in the Restraint Control 
Module (RCM) can by extracted, and read using CDRS.  By linking the CDRS directly to 
the vehicle’s Diagnostic Link Connector (DLC) the investigator can image pre-crash and 
post-crash information.  Important crash information such as vehicle speeds five (5) 
seconds prior to and after impact, percentage of throttle used, engine rpm, delta V 
(change in velocity graph), brake switch status, and seat belt status can be obtained 
using the CDRS.  During the vehicle image TFC3 Hardy accessed the data by 
connecting to the DLC.  The image was successful, and the Restraint Control Module 
did not record a “deployment event” nor a “non-deployment event”.  A copy of the image 
is included in this case file. 
 
   After marking and photographing the scene, TFC3 Hardy traveled to the 
Toombs County District Attorney’s office.  At the D.A.’s office TFC3 Hardy contacted 
Chief Investigator Allen W. McCall.  TFC3 Hardy explained the case and the 
circumstances to Mr. McCall.  Mr. McCall assisted in writing a preservation later to 
Verizon Wireless for Michael Blake Tillery’s phone records from the time of the collision. 
 
     While still in Vidalia, TFC3 Hardy travelled to the local Ford dealership to make 
contact with Matthew Scott Russell.  Mr. Russell was identified as a possible witness to 
the collision.  TFC3 Hardy made contact with Mr. Russell and requested an audio 
recorded interview.  Mr. Russell stated he was approaching the collision scene from the 
west traveling east.  Mr. Russell stated he observed something go into the air and then 
saw two vehicles pull onto the shoulder.  He stated he saw debris and assumed 
someone had been rear ended.  He stated he realized as he was passing that there 
was damage to a white MKZ Lincoln and a man lying on the shoulder near a bicycle.  
He stated he turned around at the house near the scene and parked his vehicle partially 
in the road to protect the individuals on the scene.  Mr. Russell stated he walked up to 
the scene and observed the driver that hit the bicyclist and a white female standing near 
the scene on her phone.  He also stated there was another white male on his knees 
checking the bicyclist’s pulse.  He stated the man checked for a pulse in several 

17 of 211



locations and didn’t find a pulse.  He stated the gentleman that hit the bicyclist was 
kneeling near the victim and he kept saying he didn’t know how this happened, he was 
following the white lines.  Mr. Russell stated he said this several times and then stood 
up and walked off very briskly in the direction of his vehicle.  He stated one of the 
women on scene asked if he thought the driver was leaving the scene.  Mr. Russell 
stated he didn’t think so, because of all the damage to the front of the vehicle.  He 
stated the driver attempted to open the passenger door of the car several times, but the 
door wouldn’t open.  He stated the driver then went to the driver’s side and sat down in 
the car.  He stated the driver remained in the car an appeared to be fumbling around in 
the car attempting to find something.   TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Russell if he saw anyone 
approach the vehicle and talk with the driver.  He stated no one approached the car 
while he was still on the scene of the collision.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Russell if he 
could remember the approximate time he stopped at the collision scene.  Mr. Russell 
stated he left the scene at approximately 7:49 a.m., and he thought he was on scene 
five to seven minutes before leaving.  Mr. Russell stated he left the collision scene and 
continued to his doctor’s appointment.  A copy of this interview is included in this case 
file. 
 
   On Tuesday, April 12, 2016 TFC3 Hardy contacted the Vidalia Police 
Department.  At the police department was Mr. Stephen C. Gordon, a witness to the 
collision on State Route 292.  Mr. Gordon consented to a phone interview, which was 
recorded by the Vidalia Police Department.  Mr. Gordon read a written statement he had 
prepared.  After reading the statement TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Gordon who he saw 
approaching the scene of the collision.  Mr. Gordon said he saw two women, the male 
driver of the vehicle involved in the collision and two other males approach the victim.  
TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Gordon if he observed the sedan that struck the bicyclist cross 
over the white fog line.  Mr. Gordon stated he noticed the debris coming over the vehicle 
and it appeared to him that the sedan was traveling to the right side of the travel lane.  
He stated he could not say the vehicle was on the shoulder at the time of the collision.  
TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Gordon if he saw the bicyclist prior to the collision.  Mr. Gordon 
stated he did not see the bicyclist.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Gordon if he recognized the 
driver of the sedan that hit the cyclist.  He stated he only knew the driver appeared to 
have red hair and appeared to be a short white male looking back in the rearview mirror.  
A copy of this audio recorded interview and the written statement are included in this 
case file. 
 
     On Wednesday, April 13, 2016, Cpl. Derrell Thigpen #773, S/Tpr. Brock Scott, 
TFC3 Michael Jackson #949, and TFC3 Charles Hardy #700 (SCRTF) traveled to the 
collision scene in order to perform a forensic map of the scene.  The forensic map is 
used to record roadway characteristics, final rest of the vehicle, and any gouges, tire 
marks or furrows left by the vehicle.  The forensic map was made by using the Leica 
Total Station.  The Total Station is a measuring instrument that measures distances and 
angles to record information necessary to produce scaled diagrams of the entire 
collision scene.  The scaled diagrams are referred to throughout the investigation.  Cpl. 
Thigpen performed the setup of the Total Station and entered the shot codes while 
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communicating with TFC3 Hardy and TFC3 Jackson.  All diagrams created from the 
mapping are included in the case file. 
 
    While still on the collision scene TFC3 Hardy noticed that State Route 292 west 
is a two lane state maintained roadway.  The roadway has two solid yellow center lines 
with solid white fog lines painted on the edges.  Between the fog line and the grass 
shoulder is a paved strip of asphalt that is approximately 2 feet in width.  The shoulder 
of the roadway is unpaved and grass.  The roadway is asphalt paved with no apparent 
defects.  On this section of roadway the traffic is traveling straight in a 55 mile per hour 
zone with the lanes traveling in an east and west direction.  The weather at the time of 
the collision was reported as clear skies with a temperature of 50 degrees and no 
precipitation reported on the roadway.   
  
     After completing the forensic mapping, Cpl. Thigpen, S/Tpr Scott, and TFC3 
Jackson traveled to Cooper’s Towing in Vidalia.  The purpose of the trip was to perform 
and inspection of the silver 2010 Lincoln MKZ and the Fuji bicycle.  The 2010 Lincoln 
was displaying a Georgia tag number PGK9725 with a VIN: 3LNHL2GC6AR641091.  
There was damage to the right front bumper, grill, hood, windshield, and the roof.  The 
damage was indicative of the vehicle striking a person riding a bicycle.  No mechanical 
defects were found that would have contributed to this collision.  The green and orange 
Fuji bicycle was also inspected.  The rear tire damage was indicative of being struck in 
the rear by a vehicle traveling in the same direction as the bicycle.  No mechanical 
defects were found that would have contributed to this collision.  While still at the towing 
yard the silver 2010 Lincoln MKZ was weighted using a set of State of Georgia certified 
Haenni model WL101 portable scales.  The weight of the car as it sat on the scales was 
3,750 lbs.  The scales were provided by MCO2 Justin Sumner of the Motor Carrier 
Compliance Division Region 7.  The complete results of these inspections are included 
in this report.  
 
    On Thursday, April 14, 2016, TFC3 Hardy traveled back to Vidalia to attempt to 
locate any other witnesses to the collision on Monday, April, 11, 2016.  No other 
persons where located that stated they actually saw the collision. 
 
     On Tuesday, April 19, 2016 TFC3 Hardy traveled to 404 Durden Street in 
Vidalia.  At the above address TFC3 Hardy contacted Attorney Daniel B. Snipes and his 
client, Attorney Michael Blake Tillery to perform an audio recorded interview.  Mr. Tillery 
and Mr. Snipes agreed to the interview prior to my arrival.  Mr. Tillery stated on the 
Sunday night prior to the collision he had just returned from his honeymoon.  He stated 
he dropped his wife off in Athens.  He stated he then returned to Vidalia around 11:00 
a.m.  He further added the he went to bed around 1:00 a.m. and awoke at 
approximately 6:00 a.m.  He stated this was his normal time to awake lately since he 
was involved in a campaign.  He stated he was at Chatters restaurant at or before 7:00 
a.m. to visit with the farmer’s before going to his office.  Mr. Tillery stated he ate 
breakfast with several men to include Senator Tommie Williams.  TFC3 Hardy ask Mr. 
Tillery approximately what time he left Chatter’s.  Mr. Tillery stated he left at 
approximately 7:40 a.m. and headed to his office for a Monday morning meeting.  TFC3 
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Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if this was his normal route back to his office.   Mr. Tillery stated 
he usually went back into Lyons, to the Toombs County Courthouse.  TFC3 Hardy 
asked Mr. Tillery if he noticed the gentlemen on the bicycle pass by while he was sitting 
at Chatters.  Mr. Tillery stated he did not see the gentlemen on the bicycle pass by 
Chatters.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery which driveway or street he used to exit 
Chatter’s and enter onto State Route 292.  Mr. Tillery stated he exited the Chatter’s 
parking lot and entered the road between Chatter’s and the Toombs County Health 
Department (Moore Circle).  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if he entered State Route 
292 behind a vehicle.  Mr. Tillery stated he did get behind a vehicle and it was a loaded 
log truck.  Mr. Tillery stated he caught up to the log truck near Semco Drive, because 
cars ahead of the log truck were turning onto Semco Drive.  Mr. Tillery stated he 
remembered the shadows of a large tree on the highway just ahead of the log truck and 
thinking how clear the skies were at that time of the day.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery 
if he noticed the log truck swerve or move either direction while traveling westbound on 
State Route 292.  Mr. Tillery stated he didn’t notice the truck move, but he did 
remember the traffic passing them in the opposite direction.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. 
Tillery if he was using his phone for any reason while following the log truck.  He stated 
he was not using his phone while driving.  TFC Hardy asked Mr. Tillery what he was 
doing just prior to the collision.  Mr. Tillery stated he was watching the log truck in front 
of him and he noticed a blue car approaching from the opposite direction that moved to 
the right.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if the GPS and radio where on prior to the 
collision.  Mr. Tillery stated both stay on all of the time.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery 
what he remembered after the collision happened.  Mr. Tillery stated he remembered 
coming out of the shadows of the trees and it appeared to him the bicyclist was 
attempting to get or move away from him.  He then added he remembered he heard the 
sound and hoping it was anything other than what it was.  He then heard the sound of 
his bumper dragging the ground and then trying to pull the car to the side of the road.  
He stated he then noticed a purple car fly by and not stop.  He then ran back to check 
on the bicyclist.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if he called 911.  He stated a lady on 
scene had already called within seconds of the collision.  He stated by the time he ran 
to the bicyclist other vehicles where stopping on the shoulder.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. 
Tillery if he remembered how fast he was traveling at the time of the collision.  He stated 
he was traveling with the flow of traffic traveling westbound.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. 
Tillery if any of the people talked to him on scene.  He stated he was approached while 
he was kneeling down near the bicyclist.  He stated a gentleman checked the bicyclist 
for a pulse, but after checking twice he was unable to feel a pulse.  He stated the lady 
he saw on the cell phone also stated she saw the collision.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. 
Tillery if he could remember how the bicyclist was laying after the collision.  Mr. Tillery 
stated the bicyclist was lying on his right side wearing darker clothing, with a boomer 
bag on his back.  He stated he remembered seeing the wedding ring on the bicyclist’s 
finger and knowing it was a male.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery at what point did he 
get up and go back to his car.  Mr. Tillery stated Teresa Meadows McClain pulled him 
back from the bicyclist and they talked for a short time.  He stated by this time several 
people had arrived on scene.  He stated he felt he was there alone, but he knew he 
wasn’t alone at the scene.  TFC3 Hardy asked if anyone took him back to his car, or did 
he go to the car alone.  Mr. Tillery stated Ms. McClain pulled him back some, but 
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eventually Ms. McClain told him he needed to call his wife.  Mr. Tillery stated he told Ms. 
McClain that he needed to call his office, because he was supposed to be at the office 
for a meeting at 8:00 a.m.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if he remembered talking to 
any of the responding law enforcement.  He stated he remembered seeing the EMS 
personnel first and he didn’t talk to the EMS personnel at all.  He stated he did talk to a 
Vidalia officer, but he does not remember his name.  He stated he remembers hearing 
the Vidalia officer’s state they needed to contact the Georgia State Patrol to work the 
collision.  TFC3 Hardy asked Mr. Tillery if he left the scene before the Georgia State 
Patrol arrived.   He stated he did not leave the scene for any reason.  TFC3 Hardy 
asked Mr. Tillery if he remembered anything else about the collision that he may have 
not been asked about during the interview.  Mr. Tillery stated he hadn’t thought about it 
much until the interview, but he remembered the shadows from the trees as he 
approached the collision scene.  He stated he remembers being in the shadows of the 
trees at impact.  TFC3 Hardy asked him if he was wearing his seat belt at the time of 
the collision.  Mr. stated he was wearing the seat belt at the time of the collision.  TFC3 
Hardy also asked Mr. Tillery if the bicyclist had on the backpack after the collision.  Mr. 
Tillery stated the backpack was on the bicyclist after the collision and that the EMS 
personnel cut the pack off before transport.  A copy of this interview is included in this 
case file.   
 
  On Thursday, April 21, 2016, TFC3 Hardy traveled to Lyons to make contact 
with Middle Judicial Circuit Chief Investigator Allen W. McCall.  The purpose of the trip 
was to receive assistance writing a search warrant for Michael Blake Tillery’s cell 
phone.  The search warrant was written and Chief McCall sent the warrant to the 
attorneys in the Middle Judicial Circuits office for approval.   
 
    While still in Lyons, TFC3 Hardy traveled to the Allcare Pharmacy located at 
112 Oxley Drive in Lyons.  At the pharmacy TFC3 Hardy requested the video from the 
camera system installed on the outside of the pharmacy.  Using rear camera number 5 
a white or silver car is visible parked in front of Chatters restaurant.  At 7:41:27 a.m. a 
white male is seen entering the car on the driver’s side and backing from the parking 
space.  At 7:42:10 a.m. a log truck enters the frame and at 7:42:22 a.m. the white or 
silver car leaves the road (Moore Circle) next to the Chatters parking lot pulling in 
behind the log truck.  From 7:42:22 a.m. until the initial Toombs County 911 call of 
7:43:50 a.m., is 1 minute and 28 seconds.  Taking this route from Moore Circle at the 
stop sign and turning right, traveling to the collision scene in a vehicle without traffic, 
takes 1 minute and 19 seconds.  A copy of this video is included in this case file. 
 
   On Friday, April 22, 2016, TFC3 Hardy with warrant in hand traveled to the 
Emanuel County Courthouse to make contact with Chief Superior Court Judge, Kathy S. 
Palmer.  Judge Palmer reviewed the warrant and signed the warrant.  Judge Palmer 
assigned J. Stanley Smith, an attorney from Dublin, to act as special master.  Mr. Smith 
would accompany the troopers to Mr. Tillery’s place of business.  
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      After leaving Judge Palmer’s office TFC3 Hardy made contact with J. Stanley 
Smith by phone.  Mr. Smith stated he would let TFC3 Hardy know when they could 
travel to Mr. Tillery’s office in Vidalia to serve the search warrant for the phone. 
 
      Also on April 22, 2016, TFC3 Hardy received Mr. Tillery’s Verizon phone 
records from Chief Investigator McCall.  The phone records indicated two text 
messages were sent from the phone at 7:43 a.m. on the morning of the collision.  One 
message was sent at 7:43 a.m. and delivered at the same time.  The second message 
was sent at 7:43 a.m. and delivered at 7:44 a.m.  Prior to the collision a phone call was 
made at 7:34 a.m., but the next phone call was made at 7:56 a.m. after the collision. 
 
      On Tuesday April 26, 2016, TFC3 Hardy and Attorney J. Stanley Smith 
traveled to 404 Durden Street in Vidalia.  This is the Law Office of Michael Blake Tillery.  
TFC3 Hardy and Mr. Smith made contact with Mr. Tillery at the office.  It was explained 
to Mr. Tillery the reason for the visit.  Mr. Tillery was informed of the search warrant.  
Mr. Tillery stated he was just returning from the local Verizon store, where he purchased 
a new phone.  He stated the original phone from the search warrant was in his car in the 
box the new phone came in.  TFC3 Hardy and Mr. Tillery walked outside to his parked 
car to retrieve the phone.  Mr. Tillery removed the phone from his car and handed it to 
TFC3 Hardy.   TFC3 Hardy removed the phone from the box and placed it in a faraday 
bag.  TFC3 Hardy placed the faraday bag into an evidence bag and sealed it after going 
back into Mr. Tillery’s office.  TFC3 Hardy sealed and labeled the evidence bag and 
released it to J. Stanley Smith.  A copy of the evidence sheet was left with Mr. Tillery.  
TFC3 Hardy and Mr. Smith left 404 Durden Street in Vidalia and traveled to 205 North 
Franklin Street in Dublin.  This is the Law Office of J. Stanley Smith.  Mr. Smith placed 
the evidence into a gun safe located in his office.  A copy of the search warrant is 
included in this case file. 
 
     On Wednesday, April 27, 2016, TFC3 Hardy traveled to Lyons to pick up the 
video from the Parkers conveniences store located at State Route 292 and Oxley Drive.  
Video was also retrieved from the camera at Southern Performance located at 104 
Oxley Drive in Lyons.  The Parkers video shows the bicyclist entering the frame of the 
camera at 7:35:07 a.m. and leaving the camera at 7:36:05 a.m.  The same camera is 
also showing the log truck enter the frame at 7:41:24 a.m. and leave the camera frame 
at 7:41:36 a.m.  Mr. Tillery pulled out behind the log truck shortly after this time.  The 
camera from Southern Performance shows the bicyclist enter the frame at 6:35:07 a.m. 
and leave the camera frame at 6:35:35 a.m.  The bicyclist is seen riding between the 
white fog line and the grass shoulder.  Also the camera times are one hour different 
because the camera time wasn’t reset to daylight savings time.  The same camera is 
showing the log truck enter the frame at 6:41:19 a.m. and leave the frame at 6:41:31 
a.m., with Mr. Tillery pulling out behind the log truck shortly thereafter.  Toombs County 
911 received the first call at 7:43:50 a.m.  Using the Parkers video camera time of 
7:41:36 a.m. (Log Truck Leaving Frame) and using the Toombs 911 initial call time of 
7:43:50 a.m., there is 2 minutes and 14 seconds in-between the two.  Using the 
Southern Performance camera time of 6:41:31 a.m. (Log Truck Leaving Frame) and 
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using the Toombs County 911 initial call time of 7:43:50 a.m., there is 2 minutes and 19 
seconds in-between the two.  A copy of these videos are included in this case file.  
 
  On Wednesday, April 27, 2016 a report was generated by the Division of 
Forensic Sciences, of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation Crime Lab.  The report was 
for the blood alcohol analysis of Michael Blake Tillery obtained under voluntary consent.  
The results indicated Mr. Tillery was not under the influence of alcohol at the time of the 
collision.  A copy of this report is included in this case file. 
 
   On Thursday, April 28, 2016, TFC3 Hardy traveled to Summertown, GA in 
Emanuel County.  In Summertown, TFC3 Hardy meets with Gerald Harrison, the driver 
of the log truck (Wood Masters) seen in the video cameras in Lyons.  Mr. Harrison 
stated he was coming from Mark Collins shop in Cobbtown, GA.  Mr. Harrison stated he 
left the shop in Cobbtown at approximately 7:10 a.m. on Monday, April 11, 2016 headed 
to Cox Industries Inc.  He stated he came into Lyons on State Route 152 and turned 
right onto State Route 292.  He stated he traveled State Route 292 from Lyons to 
Vidalia where he turned right from State Route 292 onto State Route 297.  TFC3 Hardy 
asked Mr. Harrison if he remembered anyone walking or riding a bicycle as he traveled 
from Lyons into Vidalia.  Mr. Harrison stated he did not remember seeing anyone and if 
he had seen someone, he would have remembered because, he would have moved 
over to pass them at some point.  A copy of this audio recorded interview is included in 
this case file. 
 
    On Thursday, May 26, 2016 a report was generated by the Division of Forensic 
Sciences of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  The report was on the blood 
toxicology analysis of Michael Blake Tillery obtained under voluntary consent.  The 
results indicated Mr. Tillery was not under the influence of any illegal drugs at the time 
of the collision.  The results did indicate Mr. Tillery had Dextromethorphan, which is a 
cough suppressant.  The serious side effects Dextromethorphan are severe dizziness, 
anxiety, restless feeling, confusion, hallucinations or slow shallow breathing.  The less 
serious side effects are upset stomach.  A copy of this report is included in this case file. 
 
       On Wednesday, June 8, 2016 a report was generated by the Division of 
Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  The report for the blood 
toxicology analysis of Bunji Mark Takaya, obtained postmortem.  The results indicated 
Mr. Takaya was not under the influence of any drugs at the time of the collision.  A copy 
of this report is included in this case file. 
 
       On Tuesday, June 21, 2016 a report was generated by the Division of 
Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  The report was on the blood 
alcohol analysis of Bunji Mark Takaya, obtained postmortem.  The results indicated Mr. 
Takaya was not under the influence of alcohol at the time of the collision.  A copy of this 
report is included in this case file. 
 
       On Wednesday, July 6, 2016 a report was generated by the Division of 
Forensic Sciences of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  The report was on the 
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Autopsy of Bunji Mark Takaya.  The report indicated Mr. Takaya died of multiple injuries 
due to a bicyclist being struck by a vehicle.  A copy of this report is included in this case 
file.  
 
   The evidence in this case will show that Michael Blake Tillery was operating a 
silver 2010 Lincoln MKZ, which was traveling westbound on State Route 292 on 
Monday, April 11, 2016, in Toombs County.  Mr. Tillery failed to maintain his lane of 
travel (40-6-48), striking the rear of a bicycle ridden by, Bunji Mark Takaya.  Mr. Tillery 
failed to pass the bicyclist at a safe distance (40-6-56) by allowing no less than three 
feet “Safe Distance”.  Mr. Tillery’s actions caused the death of Bunji Mark Takaya (40-6-
393).  It is evident that Mr. Tillery’s failure to maintain his lane of travel caused the death 
of Bunji Mark Takaya.   
 
    This summary has been a chronological account of how information and 
evidence was obtained throughout this investigation.  This investigation was compiled 
by TFC3 Charles Hardy #700 of the Georgia State Patrol Specialized Collision 
Reconstruction Team Troop F.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                           

                                                                              
                                                                           ___________________________ 
                                                                                TFC3 Charles Hardy #700     
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NAME: DOB: AGE : SSN: SEX: RACE:

ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: CELL PHONE: WORK PHONE:

HEIGHT: WEIGHT: OCCUPATION:

DRIVERS LICENSE # : STATE: TYPE: CLASS:

RESTRICTIONS: ENDORSEMENTS:

STARTED DRIVING AT AGE: YEARS DRIVING EXPERIENCE: DRIVERS HISTORY ATTACHED:

CRIMINAL HISTORY ATTACHED: DOES DRIVER HAVE A VALID MEDICAL CARD?

COMMENTS:

LIST DRIVER'S TEMPORARY  CONDITIONS OR ILLNESS (LOSS OF SLEEP, DOCTORS CARE, ETC…)

LIST DRIVER'S HANDICAP OR DEFORMITIES (IF ANY)

CHEMICAL TEST FOR INTOXICATION: TYPE:

TIME: LOCATION:

TEST ADMINISTERED BY (BREATH)

SAMPLE DRAWN BY(BLOOD):

SAMPLE WAS TESTED FOR: LIST:

ALCOHOL RESULTS: (DRUGS):

IF POSITIVE FOR DRUGS, LIST TYPE:

IS DRIVER TAKING MEDICATION PRESCRIBED BY A PHYSICIAN?

IF YES LIST EACH DRUG:

COMMENTS:

CASE NUMBER 

B/Corrective Lens None

None

16

None

DRIVER CONDITION

16

DRIVER  INFORMATION 1

Michael Blake Tillery 1983 32

Comprehinsive Drug Screening

Assitant Lab Director Regina Williams

N/A

Asthma Medication

912-537-3030N/A

C051369362

Dextromethorphan

10:25 a.m. Meadows Regional Medical Center

Blood

SCRTF-011-16

Neg.

Regular

912-245-9915

6'01" 195 Attorney

2536 Highway 130 W. Vidalia, GA 30474

M W

GA

YES NO

YES NO YES NO

YES NO

ALCOHOL DRUGS OTHER

POSITIVE NEGATIVE

YES NO
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Division of Forensic Sciences

Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

State of Georgia

Official Report 

DOFS Case #: 

Report Date:

Eastern Regional Lab

2016-6001922 04/27/2016

George Herrin, Jr., Ph.D.

Deputy Director

ASCLD/LAB-International

Accredited Testing Laboratory
*5UGVC4M20JCDMT*
*5UGVC4M20JCDMT*

Agency:

Requested by:

C000393821

Requested Service:  Blood Alcohol

Agency Ref#:

J.  Metts

GSP-Post 18-Reidsville

Case Individuals:

Subject: Michael Blake Tillery

Evidence:

On 04/14/2016, the laboratory received the following evidence from the GSP-Post 18-Reidsville via UPS.

Sealed alcohol collection kit containing the following items identified as collected 

from Michael Blake Tillery

2016-6001922-001

Two tube(s) containing blood2016-6001922-001A

Bottle containing urine2016-6001922-001B

Results and Conclusions:

Subm#: 001A

Ethyl Alcohol Result by Gas Chromatography:  negative1) 

Estimations of measurement uncertainty for ethyl alcohol, methyl alcohol, isopropyl alcohol and acetone 

concentrations are reported at a coverage probability of 99%.

Measurement Uncertainty:

Only those items discussed in the results above were analyzed for this report.  The above represents the 

interpretations/opinions of the undersigned analyst.  Evidence analyzed in this report will be returned to the 

submitting agency.  Biological evidence (body fluids and tissues) and fire debris extracts will be destroyed after 

one year. This report may not be reproduced except in full without written permission of the laboratory.

Technical notes and data supporting the conclusions and findings in this report are maintained within the 

laboratory case records. 

This case may contain evidence that must be preserved in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 17-5-56.

Elizabeth Fisher

Forensic Toxicologist

Related Agencies:

Toombs Co. District Attorney
Middle Judicial Circuit
GSP-Accident Reporting
Toombs Co. Solicitor's Office

End of Official Report

Page 1 of 1Report Date: 04/27/2016
Report id: 5UGVC4M20JCDMT 
Template Rev. 2015-12-11
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Division of Forensic Sciences

Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

State of Georgia

Official Report 

DOFS Case #: 

Report Date:

Eastern Regional Lab

2016-6001922 05/26/2016

George Herrin, Jr., Ph.D.

Deputy Director

ASCLD/LAB-International

Accredited Testing Laboratory
*5UB2E4ME0VTHDE*
*5UB2E4ME0VTHDE**5UB2E4ME0VTHDE*

Agency:

Requested by:

C000393821

Requested Service:  Toxicology

Agency Ref#:

J.  Metts

GSP-Post 18-Reidsville

Case Individuals:

Subject: Michael Blake Tillery

Evidence:

On 04/14/2016, the laboratory received the following evidence from the GSP-Post 18-Reidsville via UPS.

Sealed alcohol collection kit containing the following items identified as collected 

from Michael Blake Tillery

2016-6001922-001

Two tube(s) containing blood2016-6001922-001A

Bottle containing urine2016-6001922-001B

Results and Conclusions:

Drug Screen Results by:   Immunoassay 

Drug Screen Classification ResultSubm#:

blood-barbiturates Negative001A

blood-cannabinoids (marijuana) Negative

blood-certain benzodiazepines Negative

blood-cocaine/cocaine metabolites Negative

blood-common opioids Negative

Drug Confirmation Results

Submission  001A

1) Positive, dextromethorphan, 20 µg/L (+/- 6 µg/L) {LC/MS/MS}

GC/MS = Gas chromatography/Mass Spectrometry

LC/MS/MS = Liquid Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry/Mass Spectrometry

Abbreviations:  

Estimations of measurement uncertainty for all toxicology quantitations are reported at a coverage probability of 

95.45%.

Measurement Uncertainty:

Only those items discussed in the results above were analyzed for this report.  The above represents the 

interpretations/opinions of the undersigned analyst.  Evidence analyzed in this report will be returned to the 

submitting agency.  Biological evidence (body fluids and tissues) and fire debris extracts will be destroyed after 

one year. This report may not be reproduced except in full without written permission of the laboratory.

Technical notes and data supporting the conclusions and findings in this report are maintained within the 

laboratory case records. 

This case may contain evidence that must be preserved in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 17-5-56.

Page 1 of 2Report Date: 05/26/2016
Report id: 5UB2E4ME0VTHDE 
Template Rev. 2015-12-11 78 of 211



Division of Forensic Sciences

Georgia Bureau of Investigation
2016-6001922: Toxicology

Continued

Elizabeth Fisher

Forensic Toxicologist

Related Agencies:

Toombs Co. District Attorney
Toombs Co. Solicitor's Office
GSP-Accident Reporting
Middle Judicial Circuit

End of Official Report

Page 2 of 2Report Date: 05/26/2016
Report id: 5UB2E4ME0VTHDE 
Template Rev. 2015-12-11 79 of 211
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SAFETY GLASS CONDITION:
WINDSHIELD: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?
REAR WINDOW: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?
LEFT FRONT: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?
LEFT REAR: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?
RIGHT FRONT: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?
RIGHT REAR: ADDITIONAL TINT ADDED?

SAFETY SYSTEM:

DRIVER SIDE AIRBAG PASSENGER SIDE AIRBAG

SIDE IMPACT AIRBAG OTHER AIRBAG

WERE DRIVER SEATBELTS FASTENED PROPERLY?

CHILD RESTRAINT: PROPERLY POSITIONED? PROPERLY SECURED?

COMMENTS:

STEERING WHEEL DAMAGE: DASHBOARD DAMAGE: HEADLINER / VISOR DAMAGE:

MAKE: MODEL: SIZE:

PRESSURE: PSI TREAD DEPTH - MINIMUM: MAXIMUM:

DAMAGE NOTED TO WHEEL: DAMAGE NOTED TO TIRE:

MAKE: MODEL: SIZE:

PRESSURE: PSI TREAD DEPTH - MINIMUM: MAXIMUM:

DAMAGE NOTED TO WHEEL: DAMAGE NOTED TO TIRE:

MAKE: MODEL: SIZE:

PRESSURE: PSI TREAD DEPTH - MINIMUM: MAXIMUM:

DAMAGE NOTED TO WHEEL: DAMAGE NOTED TO TIRE:

MAKE: MODEL: SIZE:

PRESSURE: PSI TREAD DEPTH - MINIMUM: MAXIMUM:

DAMAGE NOTED TO WHEEL: DAMAGE NOTED TO TIRE:

Case Number:

10/32

5/32 6/32

LEFT REAR

None None

Intact
Intact
Intact

Shattered

TIRES

None NoneNone

SCRTF-011-16

None

Advantage TA

35

BF Goodrich Advantage TA

None

9/32

36

36

BF Goodrich Advantage TA

5/32

RIGHT REAR

BF Goodrich Advantage TA

RIGHT FRONT

35

225/50R17

None

225/50R17BF Goodrich

None

225/50R17

Intact
Intact

LEFT FRONT

N/AN/A

None

5/32 5/32

None

5/32

None

225/50R17

YES

YES NO

UP DOWN
UP DOWN
UP DOWN
UP DOWN

YES NO UNKNOWN

NO

PHOTOGRAPHED

YES

INSPECTED

YES NO DEPLOYED YES NO DEPLOYED

YES NO DEPLOYED DEPLOYED

YES
YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO
NO
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COMMENTS:

DATE OF INSPECTION: TIME: LOCATION:

NAMES OF INSPECTORS:

CASE NUMBER SCRTF-011-16

4/13/2016 Cooper's Towing

Cpl. Derrell Thigpen, S/Tpr. Brock Scott, TFC3 Michael Jackson

1:00 p.m.
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Version 5.5.1

Copyright 2015 - All Rights Reserved

108 BRAZEL STREET  2'ND FLOOR 

CHANCEY R. MAIRE - TEAM SECRETARY 

GEORGIA STATE PATROL SCRT F-H-I 

REIDSVILLE  GA 30453 

4/12/2016

2010 LINCOLN MKZ 4 DOOR SEDAN

Curb Weight:

Curb Weight Distribution -

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating:

Number of Tires on Vehicle:

Drive Wheels:

Horizontal Dimensions

Total Length

Wheelbase:

Front Bumper to Front Axle:

Front Bumper to Front of Front Well:

Front Bumper to Front of Hood:

Front Bumper to Base of Windshield:

Front Bumper to Top of Windshield:

Rear Bumper to Rear Axle:

Rear Bumper to Rear of Rear Well:

Rear Bumper to Rear of Trunk:

Rear Bumper to Base of Rear Window:

Width Dimensions

Maximum Width:

Front Track:

Rear Track:

Vertical Dimensions

Height:

Ground to -

Front Bumper (Top)

Headlight - center

Hood - top front:

Base of Windshield

Rear Bumper - top:

Trunk - top rear:

Base of Rear Window:

lbs.

lbs.

kg.

kg.

Front: Rear:

3598 1632

%61 %39

21104651

Inches Feet Meters

190 15.83 4.83

2.728.92107

3.2539 0.99

0.5823 1.92

0.506

48 4.00

6.8382

44 3.67

2.3328

6

23

0.50

1.92

0.15

1.22

2.08

1.12

0.71

0.15

0.58

72 6.00

5.0861

61 5.08

1.83

1.55

1.55

19 1.58

2.3328

32

38

2.67

3.17

0.48

0.71

0.81

0.97

26 2.17

2.7533

45 3.75

0.66

0.84

1.14

57 4.75 1.45

4

FRONT
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2010 LINCOLN MKZ 4 DOOR SEDAN

Interior Dimensions

Front Leg Room - seatback to floor (max)

Front Seat Shoulder Width

Front Seat to Headliner

Rear Seat Shoulder Width

Rear Seat to Headliner

Front Leg Room - seatback to floor (min)

Seatbelts:

Airbags:

Steering Data

Turning Circle (Diameter)

Steering Ratio:

Wheel Radius:

Tire Size (OEM):

Acceleration & Braking Information

Brake Type:

ABS System:

Braking, 60 mph to 0 (Hard pedal, no skid, dry pavement):

d = t = a = G-force =

Acceleration:

0 to 30mph

Transmission Type:

Notes:

N.S.D.C =

0 to 60mph

45 to 65mph

G-force =a =t =

t = a = G-force =

G-force =a =t =

0.91

0.97

3.0036

38 3.17

4.6756 1.42

1.0742 3.50

39 3.25 0.99

1.454.7557

MetersFeetInches

3pt - front and rear

FRONT SEAT AIRBAGS + SIDE AIRBAGS

456 38.00 11.58

:1

12 1.00 0.30

225/50R17

ALL WHEEL ABS

ALL DISC

-27.23.2142.0 -0.85ft sec ft/sec²

ft/sec²sec

sec 12.1 ft/sec² 0.37

0.18ft/sec²5.9sec5.0

AUTOMATIC

2010 - 2012

Federal Bumper Standard Requirements:

This vehicles Rated Bumper Strength: mph2.5

7.3

mph2.5

Expert AutoStats®
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2010 LINCOLN MKZ 4 DOOR SEDAN

Other Information

Center of Gravity (No Load):

Tip-Over Stability Ratio =

NHTSA Star Rating (calculated)

Inches behind front axle

Inches in front of rear axle

Inches from side of vehicle

Inches from ground

Inches from front corner

Moments of Inertia Approximations (No Load):

Yaw Moment of Inertia

Pitch Moment of Inertia

Roll Moment of Inertia

Front Profile Information

Angle Front Bumper to Hood Front

Angle Front of Hood to Windshield Base

Angle Front of Hood to Windshield Top

Angle of Windshield

Angle of Steering Tires at Max Turn

First Approximation Crush Factors:

Speed Equivalent (mph) of Kinetic Energy (KE) used in causing crush of indentation 
may be evaluated using the following formula, the appropriated Crush Factor (CF), 
and Maximum Indentation Depth (MID), in feet:

Bullet vehicle IMPACT SPEED estimation

V(mph) = √(30 * CF * MID)

1.36 Stable

****

These CF values are based upon analysis of NHTSA Barrier Crash data, and from over  
1000 vehicle accidents where independant evaluation of speed was possible. (These 
are NOT 'A', 'B', 'C', or 'G' values)

(Tested for Rear/Side Impact only)

based on TARGET VEHICLE damage ONLY

KE Equivalent Speed (Front/Rear/Side)

The rear Impact data with more then 2-3 inches of crush damage should be looked at 
carefully, since some vehicles have very weak trunk & fender strength. Therefore, 
on some cars, especially GM, you estimate from the rear crush data may be high by 
as much as 4-5 mph (on a crush of 18 inches).

Inches from rear corner

Inches from front bumper

Inches from rear bumper

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

115.05

88.39

22.37

36.00

65.27

41.73

80.73

109.27

2499.94

2413.02

497.64

16.8

8.1

65.2

26.6

26.9

CF

CF

deg

deg

deg

deg

deg

lb*ft*sec²

lb*ft*sec²

lb*ft*sec²

21

27
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