CITY OF GUYTON
Office of Councilmember
Guyton City Hall
Guyton, Georgia 31312
December 29, 2025

My fellow citizens, my colleagues on the Council,

It has been one of the great honors of my life to serve beside you in these chambers—to wrestle
with the hard questions, to stand up for our neighbors, and to work, day by day, fora city that is
more just, more compassionate, and more hopetul. Public service is.a privilege, but it s also a
solemn duty—a duty that asks for our full attention, our courage, and the quiet strength of our
conscience.

I have never been a quitter. To leave office before miy term is completed is abhorrent to every
instinct in me, But the interest of our city must come first. At'this moment, our city needs
leadership that is present, leadership that listens, leadership that is fullv committed—especially in
times that test not only our institutions, but our character.

To those who have stood with me through these difficutt months—my family, my friends, and all
who believed in the work we tried to do because they believed it was right—1 will be forever
grateful. Your support has been a light when the dayswere darkest.

And to those who could not give metheirsupportt, | hold no bitterness. For in the end, each of us
has sought the good of our city—hawever differently our judgments may fall.

I step aside not in sorrow, but in faith. Faith in the resilience of our people. Faith in the wisdom of
our citizens. Faith in the enduring heart of this city. The challenges we face are real, and the
burdens are great—but they are not beyond our capacity to meet. If we act with honesty, with
courage, and with compassion, we will meet them together,

The task of building a strong and decent city never falls to onc person. It belongs to all of us. And
it is my hope—and my conviction—that the work will continue in my absence: stronger, more
determined, and more faithfuf to the ideals we share.

Therefore, with humility, with gratitude, and with hope for what lies ahead, 1 resign from the City
Council, effective immediately. Let us go forward—not for glory, not for recognition, but for the
people we serve, and for the promise of a better tomorrow.,

Respectfully,
Theodore W. Hamby




